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Christian Heresies 

Lesson 7 

 

 

Heresy - belief or opinion contrary to orthodox religious 

(especially Christian) doctrine: 

 

Doctrine - a belief or set of beliefs held and taught by a Church, 

political party, or other group: 

 

Why do we study Heresies? 

To accomplish our ministry work. 

 

 

What is the work? 

Matthew 28:16  Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the 

mountain which Jesus had appointed for them.  

17  When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.  

18  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth.  

19  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

20  teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.  

 

AND…. 

 

Mark 16:15  And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the 

gospel to every creature.  

16  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 

believe will be condemned.  

17  And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will 

cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues;  

18  they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by 

no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will 

recover."  
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WHY? 

1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of 

Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  

10  who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had 

not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.  

11  Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 

lusts which war against the soul,  

12  having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they 

speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they 

observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

Therefore we must preach/teach/model correct doctrine. 

Doctrine: a belief or set of beliefs held and taught by a Church, political 

party, or other group: 

 

JESUS refuted incorrect doctrine 

Regarding HIS authority/position 

Matthew 5:17  "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the 

Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.  

18  For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or 

one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.  

19  Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, 

and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 

whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven.  

20  For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the 

righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the 

kingdom of heaven.  

 

Regarding personal relationships, i.e. Adultery  

Matthew 5:27  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'YOU 

SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY.'  

28  But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart.  

29  If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; 

for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for 

your whole body to be cast into hell.  
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30  And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; 

for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for 

your whole body to be cast into hell.  

 

Regarding doing “spiritual works” 

Matthew 7:21  "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  

22  Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 

in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in 

Your name?'  

23  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you 

who practice lawlessness!' 

 

 

 

 

Regarding proper (HIS) doctrine 

Matthew 7:24  "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does 

them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock:  

25  and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 

on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.  

26  "But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, 

will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand:  

27  and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 

on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall."  

 

 

 

Luke 10:17  Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the 

demons are subject to us in Your name."  

18  And He said to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  

19  Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, 

and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt 

you.  

20  Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, 

but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven."  
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Acts 15:1  And certain men came down from Judea and taught the 

brethren, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, 

you cannot be saved."  

2  Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and 

dispute with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain 

others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, 

about this question.  

3  So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through 

Phoenicia and Samaria, describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they 

caused great joy to all the brethren.  

4  And when they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the 

church and the apostles and the elders; and they reported all things that 

God had done with them.  

5  But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, "It 

is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of 

Moses."  

6  Now the apostles and elders came together to consider this matter.  

7  And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to them: 

"Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, 

that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 

believe.  

8  So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the 

Holy Spirit, just as He did to us,  

9  and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts 

by faith.  

10  Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of 

the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?  

11  But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall 

be saved in the same manner as they."  

12  Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul 

declaring how many miracles and wonders God had worked through them 

among the Gentiles.  

13  And after they had become silent, James answered, saying, "Men and 

brethren, listen to me:  

14  Simon has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take 

out of them a people for His name.  

15  And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written:  
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16  'AFTER THIS I WILL RETURN AND WILL REBUILD THE TABERNACLE 

OF DAVID, WHICH HAS FALLEN DOWN; I WILL REBUILD ITS RUINS, 

AND I WILL SET IT UP;  

17  SO THAT THE REST OF MANKIND MAY SEEK THE LORD, EVEN ALL 

THE GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME, SAYS THE LORD WHO 

DOES ALL THESE THINGS.'  

18  "Known to God from eternity are all His works.  

19  Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among the 

Gentiles who are turning to God,  

20  but that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from 

sexual immorality, from things strangled, and from blood.  

21  For Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach 

him in every city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath."  

 

The cause for the split….. 

What Are the Two Sides of the Filioque Controversy? 

The Trinity is already a tough concept to wrap our brains around, and it 

divided the church for centuries as they attempted to define the three-in-

one concept. 

But a new controversy arose in regards to something known as the 

Nicene Creed. 

In particular this line: 

“And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds 

from the Father and the Son,” 

Certain traditions do not contain “and the Son.” The split happened as to 

whether the Holy Spirit proceeded (came out of) just the Father or both 

the Father and the Son. The Nicene Creed was adopted by the Council of 

Nicea in AD 325, but we don’t see this controversy reach its full effect until 

several centuries later. The controversy mostly took place with the addition 

(or some argue that the phrase was in there all along) of “and the Son.” 

 

https://www.christianity.com/god/trinity/god-in-three-persons-a-doctrine-we-barely-understand-11634405.html
https://www.catholic.com/tract/filioque
https://carm.org/what-is-the-filioque-clause-controversy-biblical

